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Executive Director’s Report 

 Remember to get your tickets for our Annual Meeting and Awards Dinner on  
December 6th at  the Dillard House Conference Center.  Reception will begin at  4:45 
pm and dinner will follow at 6:00 pm. Contact Peggy Lovell or Marissa Smith to place 
your order. I predict that we will run out of tickets this year. Order now… 

 Chairman Sam Norton and I represented the Staff and Council at the GARC Policy 
Officials Meeting in St. Simons. Also attending this session were GMRC Staff, Faith 
Bryan and Heather Feldman.  Thank you to the numerous GMRC Council Members 
who took time out of their busy schedule and attended this year’s GARC Annual Con-
ference.  Our region was well represented.  

 Please attend the November 21st Executive Committee and GMRC Council Meeting in Young Harris. 
We need a quorum in order to conduct numerous business items. The Executive Committee meets at 
5:15 and the Council Meeting is at 6:00 at the new Blue Ridge Mountain EMC building adjacent to 
Brasstown Valley Resort. Thanks to the City of Young Harris and BRMEMC for hosting our meeting 
this month. 

 Congrats to all who were elected to represent their cities during the recent elections. Congrats also to 
those who passed your SPLOST this year. 

 The fall Association of County Commissioners of Georgia (ACCG) Legislation meeting was held at the 
White County Senior Center and hosted by the White County Board of Commissioners.  ACCG Presi-
dent Mike Berg was in charge of the meeting.  They featured many of our State Senators and State 
Representatives from District 2. It was a great session led by ACCG’s legislative staff.  I was pleased 
to be in attendance and hear legislative issues expected to be discussed that affect our communities. 

 The District 2 Georgia Municipal Association (GMA) Fall Listening Meeting was hosted by the City of 
Cornelia at their historic Community Center.  Lamar Norton, GMA Executive Director and Jim Conley, 
District 2 President led the discussions on projects and programs in our 38 cities, towns and commu-
nities in our region.  It was great to be in attendance and to learn of all the projects going on in our 
communities.  

 Thanks to Stephens County Manager, Phyllis Ayers for hosting our quarterly meeting of our city and 
county managers.  We had some outstanding discussion of projects and grants that many of our com-
munities are currently working on,  many which our staff works directly on funding, grants and pro-
grams.  Thanks to Vice Chairman, Dean Scarborough for joining us and welcoming us to Stephens 
County.  Our next meeting will be in the first quarter of 2014, location to be determined.   

 Thanks to Samantha O’Day for developing our Coat Drive program. Due to her help, we have already 
collected close to 470 gently used or new coats that will be distributed in our region.  Collection boxes 
have been placed in each county in the GMRC region and are in the process of being distributed in our 
region.  If you have such coats or jackets call Samantha at 770-538-2638 or soday@gmrc.ga.gov for 
details.  Great job to Samantha and all who have assisted in this program.  
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UPCOMING MEETINGS 
 

December 2     11:00 am  WIA Overview Session   White County, Cleveland Library  

December 5     11:00 am  WIA Overview Session   Habersham Department of Labor  

December 6      4:45 pm  Reception—Annual Meeting  Dillard House Conference Center  
       6:00 pm  Dinner—Annual Meeting   Dillard House Conference Center  

December 10      10:30 am  WIA Overview Session   North Ga Tech College, Clarkesville  

December 11     1:00 pm  ESRI Workshop    GMRC Training Room, Gainesville  

December 12     10:00 am  WIA Overview Session   Gainesville Department of Labor  

December 12      8:30 am  N. Ga Digital Economy Conference Lanier Tech College, Cumming  

December 17     10:30 am  WIA Overview Session   Lanier Tech College, Oakwood  

December 19     11:00 am  WIA Overview Session   Toccoa Department of Labor  

January 30      6:00 pm  GMRC Council Meeting   Forsyth County Conference Center  
          Sponsored by Forsyth County 

  

 For more information on these events contact Marissa Smith at 770-538-2626 or msmith@gmrc.ga.gov 

 
 
 
 

  

 

 

Employee Spotlight 

Meisa Pace began employment with the GMRC in July 2010 as an Administrative  

Secretary. In January 2012, she applied and was hired as Grant Administrator for the 

Economic Development Department. In addition to working with the GMRC, Meisa is 

a student pursuing a degree in paralegal studies at the Gainesville campus of North 

Georgia College. Being a Buford native, she enjoys watching her son play for the 

Wolves. In her spare time she enjoys church functions or shoe shopping with her two 

girls. Meisa is a valued member of the GMRC family. 

WIA Overview Sessions 
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 Congrats to Patrick Larson for completing the 
Georgia Academy of Economic Development 
Leadership class! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 In partnership with the Northeast Georgia Re-
gional Commission, the Georgia Mountains Re-
gional Commission (GMRC) hosted the North 
Georgia Local Food Stakeholder’s Forum on 
Wednesday, November 13th.  Participants 
learned how local food can be a strong commu-
nity development tool for North Georgia and 
heard highlights from a Local Farm and Food As-
sessment prepared by the Appalachian Sustaina-
ble Agriculture Project (ASAP).   Participants also 
heard from three top panelists:  Dixie Truelove, 
Truelove Dairy, Inc.; Dr. Teri Hamlin, Northeast 
Georgia Farm to School Consultant, Georgia Or-
ganics; and Scott Dixon, Chef/Owner, Scott’s on 
the Square. 

 SAVE THE DATE!!  The North Georgia Digital 
Economy Conference will be held on December 
12, 2013 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the 
Lanier Technical College Conference Center in 
Cumming, Georgia.  For more information and 
to register, please visit: 
www.visioninstitute.org/gta 

 GMRC staff closed out three Community Devel-
opment Block Grants for the White County 
Senior Center, Cornelia Phase 2 Water Im-
provement Project, and the Franklin County 
EIP grant for Road Improvements 

 Staff is working on four applications for Assis-
tance to Firefighters Grants (AFG) for projects in 
the City of Cornelia, Town of Homer, City of 
Lavonia, and Stephens County. 

Economic Development Information Services 

 Due to budgetary constraints, the U. S. Census 
Bureau has suspended the Boundary and An-
nexation Survey (BAS) in fiscal year (FY) 2014, 
which runs from October 1, 2013 to September 
30, 2014. The U.S. Census Bureau completed 
the updates of all the boundaries submitted for 
the 2013 BAS before August 2013 into the 
MAF/TIGER database. Shapefiles containing the 
updates will be posted to the Census Bureau 
website in March 2014.  Further information 
regarding the BAS suspension can be found at 
www.census.gov/geo/partnerships/bas.html. 

 SAVE THE DATE!  December 11th – 1:00pm – 
4:00pm – GMRC is hosting an ESRI Tips and 
Tricks Workshop for ArcGIS Desktop in our 
Training Facility.  RSVP to Faith Bryan by  
December 5th to reserve your seat.  Workshop 
is limited to two persons per county. 

 The City of Dawsonville has requested assis-
tance with updating their Official Zoning Map. 

 GMRC received a grant from Appalachian Re-
gional Commission (ARC) to create a Regional 
Web Map Portal.  The GIS Server hardware was 
installed a few weeks ago and three virtual 
servers were created to serve out and house 
the data for the web application.  ESRI’s 
ArcGIS Server Enterprise,  Image Server and 
ArcSDE software will be installed before the 
end of the month.  Upon completion of the  
project, mobile applications, on-line mapping 
services and regional map views will be availa-
ble.  Stay tuned for more information regarding 
this exciting project. 

Georgia Academy of Economic Development 
Leadership Class 

www.census.gov/geo/partnerships/bas.html�


Workforce Development 
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 The Mobile Training Units are being utilized at 
Schreiber Foods two days per week as an inte-
gral part of our Rapid Response efforts. We are 
preparing their employees for the GED exam, 
while also enhancing their basic computer skills 
and proficiency in select Microsoft Office prod-
ucts. 

 The Mobile Training Units have begun assisting 
participants in The Salvation Army’s residential 
programs, offering online job search and ca-
reer interest surveys, resume and cover letter 
writing services, and in some cases basic com-
puter skills training.  

 The Mobile Training Units have begun partner-
ing with mainstream and alternative education-
al facilities, and response at the Mountain Edu-
cation Charter High Schools has been over-
whelming. 

 The On-the-Job-Training (OJT) staff is in the 
process of adding an employer in White 
County. 

 Coat collection has ended and coat distribution 
is in progress.  If you know anyone who lives 
in our thirteen county area that is in need of a 
coat, please have them contact the GMWD of-
fice.  

•   GMWD staff attended the North Georgia Tech-
nical Industry Summit and Habersham Un-
locked during the last week of October.  

•   Rapid Response is continuing to provide dislo-
cated employees at Schreiber Foods, Inc. work-
shops and GED classes. 

 The GMRC Regional Agenda has been approved 
by the Department of Community Affairs (DCA) 

 Dawson County has submitted their annual 
Capital Improvement Element (CIE) update for 
State review 

 The communities of Banks County, Forsyth 
County, Habersham County and the City of 
Cornelia have adopted their recent plan up-
dates and received extensions of their Qualified 
Local Government (QLG) status  

 The GMRC will host a Lake Lanier Stakeholders 
Meeting at the Hall County Commissioner’s 
Room on November 21, from 10 AM – 11:30 
AM.   

 The City of Cornelia has been approved by the 
Army Corps of Engineers to begin a stream bank 
restoration project in downtown 

 The GMRC is assisting the City of Dahlonega 
with development of ordinances for implement-
ing the City’s Downtown Master Plan 

Planning Services 

Workforce Development 
 On November 25, 2013 the Intake staff will be 

meeting to set goals and plan for 2014! We are 
excited to see what the New Year will bring! 

 Ginger Little, Intake Manager conducted Work-
force Development (WD) Overview Sessions for 
29 customers in Hall County. 

 Dawn Bruce and Emory Turner have assisted 82 
customers that have visited the WD office so far 
for the month of November.  

 Youth Department visited counties in Georgia 
Mountains to deliver applications packets and 
speak with schools about the upcoming 2014 
Summer Work Experience Program and prepare 
them for the January overviews. 

 The Youth Department visited Franklin County 
High School to speak with students about WIA 
services and programs. 

 The Youth Department met with Atlanta Chil-
dren’s Foundation and Department of Juvenile 
Justice of Stephens, Habersham, and Rabun 
Counties on collaborating in a program target-
ing soft skills and independent living skills. 

 Workforce Development Youth Department tu-
toring programs in Union County and East Hall 
Community Center are steadily growing.  Work-
force Development will begin funding bus trans-
portation for students in the Union County 
program. 

December Overview Sessions: 
 

12/2 - White County, Cleveland Library - 11:00 am 

12/5 - Habersham Department of Labor - 11:00 am 

12/10 - North Ga Tech College, Clarkesville - 10:30 am 

12/12 - Gainesville Department of Labor - 10:00 am 

12/17 - Lanier Technical College, Oakwood - 10:30 am 

12/19 - Toccoa Department of Labor - 11:00 am 
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